
Green flag for the Middlewich Eastern Bypass
Following continued consultation with
the local community and negotiations
with Cheshire East Council, Covanta is
pleased to announce a further major
addition to the comprehensive package
of community benefits linked to its
proposal at Middlewich. As part of
Covanta’s proposals we can now
confirm a contribution of
approximately £2.5 million will be
made available to help fund the
completion of the Middlewich Eastern
Bypass, a key aspiration of the
Middlewich community. 

This contribution, together with funding
from Pochin, the lead developer for
Midpoint 18, and public sector support from
the North West Development Agency and
Cheshire East Council, means that funding
for the bypass (which, until now, has been at
risk) is now identified subject to Covanta’s

scheme going ahead. Cheshire East
Highways Authority could then start work
on the long awaited bypass, which already
has planning permission.

Malcolm Chilton, Managing Director of
Covanta, said: “This is a very important step
towards delivering the complete bypass. Our
contribution would ensure that Middlewich
finally gets the new road scheme that it has
wanted for such a long time.

“Although our own proposals can be
adequately accommodated on the existing
road network with a few local
improvements, it is clear that the long term
needs of Middlewich would be best served
by having the bypass in place so that
congestion in the town itself is relieved.

“Recognising concerns that have been
expressed over traffic conditions, and the

importance of the road scheme to the local
community and businesses in the town, we
have decided to make this significant
financial contribution, as part of our
planning application proposal which, if
approved, would allow the bypass to be
completed by the Council.

“Completion of the final section of the
bypass will enhance the accessibility of the
site for Covanta’s own operational
purposes, minimising delay and assisting
the efficient operation of the plant, which
will benefit the company operationally. As a
consequence of delivering the bypass, the
development of Midpoint 18 also means
that Covanta can explore further
opportunities for providing combined heat
and power to the new Phase 3 units. This
would provide environmental, sustainable,
carbon reducing and economic benefits.”
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As well as easing congestion,
improving road safety and improving
air quality in Middlewich, Covanta’s
contribution towards the bypass will
ensure that work can now begin on
the third and final phase of the
Midpoint 18 Business Park, which
would itself unlock the potential for
approximately 3,500 new jobs.

Midpoint 18 Phase 3 consists of
approximately 43 hectares of development
land, which already has planning permission
for a full range of employment and leisure
uses. Brian Reay, Property Director at
Pochin, said: “We have been working
closely with Covanta to help bring forward
the final phase of the Middlewich Eastern
Bypass. The bypass will unlock and enable
Phase 3 of Midpoint 18 to contribute

Continued overleaf...

3,500 new jobs for Middlewich



On 23 June 2009 Covanta met with
over 100 local businesses at Rookery
Hall near Nantwich, to explain the
wide range of contract opportunities
that would be available to local
businesses should Covanta’s proposal
for Middlewich get the go ahead.

Commenting on the success of the day,
Paul Cole, UK Engineering Director at
Covanta, said: “We are delighted with the
sheer number of businesses that took the
time to come along and find out more
about our proposals. It is exceptionally
encouraging that so many local
companies have registered an interest to
work with us.

“Should the scheme get the go ahead,
we will be making an investment of

around £200 million in Middlewich, and it
is our aspiration that as much of this
investment as possible is spent locally to
benefit the area’s economy.

“A number of companies may not be
wholly familiar with tendering processes
and, although we are still at an early
stage, we are keen to ensure that local

companies, and especially smaller
businesses, are well placed to work with
Covanta further down the line.

“The event was a huge success with
company representatives attending from
businesses across Cheshire. As well as
construction companies and specialist
plant manufacturing engineers, visitors
included catering companies, recruitment
consultants, cleaning and maintenance
companies, taxi firms, electricians and
construction workers to list but a few.”

Any local companies who believe they
may be able to offer their services to
Covanta can call the Freephone information
line on 0800 169 5290 for more
information and to register their business.

Over 100 local businesses get involved in 
Covanta’s plans
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towards the urgent need for new jobs and
diversification of employment opportunities
in the local area. An independent study
recently commissioned to consider the
economic benefits of the bypass illustrates
that approximately 3,500 jobs could be
created as a consequence. (Middlewich
Eastern Bypass Employment Impact
Assessment, November 2009)

“The provision of the bypass is of huge
strategic importance and, given the current
economic climate, without this
commitment from Pochin and Covanta and
the public sector, the bypass may otherwise
not see the light of day for many more
years to come. Well over 2,000 jobs have
been brought to Middlewich through the
success of the existing phases of Midpoint
18. Providing the bypass and enabling
Midpoint 18 to be completed will position

Middlewich in the best possible light to
attract further investment and job creation
in the short, medium and long term”

Covanta’s investment, together with the
construction of the bypass, would help
bring substantial investment to Middlewich,
similar to results achieved next to other
Covanta Energy from Waste facilities. In the
US for example, schools and high quality
housing have been developed alongside

Covanta facilities. Here in the UK, other
Energy from Waste proposals have also
progressed alongside substantial inward
investment. For instance, a sizable
employment area, including food-related
businesses and representing a significant
investment, has been developed on a site
right next door to an approved 670,000
tonne Energy from Waste plant in the
London Borough of Bexley.



British Salt, one of the largest
employers in Middlewich, has taken a
big step forward in securing the long
term future of its Middlewich site and
the employment of its 125 staff.

Following the announcement of plans
earlier this year, an agreement has now
been reached, and Heads of Terms signed,
for British Salt to purchase steam from
Covanta’s proposed Energy from Waste
facility. The steam will replace British Salt’s
current requirement to burn natural gas
with a lower carbon and more sustainable
form of energy. It will also serve to protect
British Salt from volatile and increasing
natural gas prices in the future. As a result,

there will be a substantial reduction in
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions from
British Salt’s site.

British Salt has already confirmed that it
strongly supports Covanta with its
planning application for an Energy from
Waste facility in Middlewich, and has
written to Cheshire East Council to
confirm this.

Rob Jones, Chief Executive Officer of
British Salt, said: “Working in the chemical
processing industry we fully understand
the Energy from Waste process, and how
these facilities are strictly controlled. We
have no reservations regarding Covanta’s

proposals. British Salt is totally committed
to its environmental responsibilities and
firmly believes that the Energy from Waste
plant proposal is a major step forward.

“British Salt has supported the local
community in Middlewich for 40 years
and continues to do so. Our support for
the Covanta plant does not change our
position. We have been a steady and
important employer in Middlewich for a
long time, and have the desire to remain
so. We are, of course, sympathetic to the
views of the local community, but we
believe that the proposed Energy from
Waste project is both environmentally and
economically sustainable.”

125 Jobs secured at British Salt



Covanta is pleased to confirm that

both the Health Protection Agency

and the Primary Care Trust have now

formally responded to Cheshire East

Council and have raised no objections

to Covanta’s Middlewich proposal.

Importantly, all issues concerning

health and related environmental

issues have also been cleared by

Cheshire East’s Environmental

Protection Officer. These key

consultees join the Environment

Agency which also has no objections

to the proposed facility.

Malcolm Chilton, Managing Director of
Covanta Energy, said: “These are
important consultees as they are tasked
with the job of protecting both public
health and the environment. It is my
belief that, in raising no objections, these
organisations are giving Cheshire East
Council strong reassurance that our
proposal is extremely safe and will not
harm the environment or human health
in any way.

“Indeed, as recently as September this
year, the Heath Protection Agency, in its
report which reviews the latest scientific
evidence on the health effects of modern

municipal waste incinerators, confirmed
that modern, well-run and regulated
waste incinerators do not pose a
significant threat to public health. 

“As well as diverting waste from landfill,
a disposal method which produces
methane, a gas that is more than 20
times more harmful to the environment
than carbon dioxide, Covanta’s Energy
from Waste facility will reduce the need
to burn fossil fuels and reduce carbon
emissions. These are all measures that will
help reduce the total amount of
greenhouse gases produced.”

Covanta given the all-clear on health and 
environmental issues

In the USA, Covanta Springfield has
been awarded a prestigious STAR
honour in the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration’s Voluntary
Protection Program (OSHA VPP). The
STAR award is the top accreditation
that a facility can receive for
demonstrating outstanding health and
safety practice.

The Energy from Waste facility, which
processes up to 370 tonnes of solid waste
per day and generates around 9.4
megawatts of energy, is one of 32 of
Covanta's facilities to have achieved the
prestigious ‘STAR’ title. When
consideration is given to awarding STAR
accreditation, the Department of Labour’s
OSHA gives great emphasis to the level of
employee involvement in on-site health
and safety programme development, as
well as assessing an employer’s
commitment and support to its workforce.

Seth Myones, President of Covanta
Americas, said: “We congratulate Covanta
Springfield for implementing on-site safety
activities and procedures that have
generated these outstanding results which,
in turn, have contributed to this honour.”

"The 'STAR' designation represents the
joint commitment of Covanta Springfield
and its 36 employees at the Agawam plant
to systematically evaluate, identify and
eliminate potential workplace hazards,"
said Marthe Kent, OSHA's New England
Regional Administrator.

Other Covanta facilities to achieve this
award include the Marion County facility.
Oregon state spokesperson Michael Wood
said: “STAR status isn’t a magic bullet that
suddenly makes a facility safer. It’s
recognition of all that the facility has
already achieved. Covanta Marion has
worked with us and with their employees 

for several years to weave safety into
everything they do, and the success of
those efforts is reflected in the award.”

57 different categories of industry
throughout the USA currently participate in
the Voluntary Protection Programme, from
sectors as diverse as the US Postal Service
to transportation services. Out of all these
industries, just 2,189 facilities have
achieved this prestigious award.

Covanta receives ‘STAR’ award for outstanding
health and safety practices

Covanta Energy’s Marion County Energy
from Waste facility.



It remains Covanta’s intention to
treat Cheshire’s waste at its
Middlewich facility. It is categorically
not the intention to take waste from
Merseyside. In recognition of this
sensitive issue, and in order to
reassure the local community,
Covanta is not averse to the
imposition of suitable restrictions
addressing the import of waste from
outside Cheshire, including
Merseyside. Such approaches have
been successfully tried and tested
elsewhere by other Councils and the
Government.

Covanta estimates that the total quantity
of residual waste available within

Cheshire for Energy from Waste
treatment is approximately 780,000
tonnes each year. It is this waste that
Covanta is committed to targeting.
Covanta’s proposed facility will provide a
more economical method of dealing with
waste than landfill, making proposals like
Kinderton Lodge less commercially viable
and less likely to proceed.

The Government has recently confirmed
that there should be no reliance placed
on already consented Energy from Waste
facilities as there can be no guarantee
that they will be constructed, nor on
proposed Energy from Waste facilities as
there can be no guarantee that these will
be approved, or constructed either. The

Government also stipulates that neither
its waste nor energy policy places a rigid
cap on the development of new waste
management capacity.

It is both better value and more
sustainable for further non-landfill waste
capacity to be developed, and therefore
proposals such as Energy from Waste
facilities are strongly encouraged by
Government policy.

There remains a strong need for further
Energy from Waste facilities in a central
location (such as Middlewich) within
Cheshire to meet the County's needs, and
specifically to divert waste from landfill –
a key Government and EU objective. 

Covanta pledge on Cheshire’s waste



Covanta is committed to being active
and supportive in the local
community. The company believes
that it can benefit the local
community by investing in the areas
where the company operates;
providing jobs for local residents; and
supporting education, the
environment, social and economic
development. Over the past 20 years,
Covanta has been a sponsor of many
public, private and non-profit
organisations. Sponsorship has
included in-kind donations of monetary
funds, equipment, time and labour.

In the US, where the company began,
there are numerous schemes that have
had a positive impact on local
communities.

One example is the East Meadow Soccer
Tournament, annually sponsored by
Covanta Energy. The tournament is open to
school-age children across the country and
has been taking place for over 30 years!

Years ago, the town of East Meadow on
Long Island (New York) wanted to start a

football league within its school system to
encourage students to participate in
outdoor sports. Eventually, the schools
approached Covanta Energy for help with
equipment, and to set up a space for the
league to have regular practices.

Over the years, the league has evolved
into a full-scale tournament taking place
over three days. Over 400 teams now
take part each year making it the largest
tournament of its type in New York State,

and one of the biggest
and most competitive in
the northeast US.

Under Covanta’s
sponsorship, the
tournament’s efforts
have also focused on
collecting football boots,
balls and other
equipment which have
been donated to children
who do not have the
good fortune that many
of our children are given.

Covanta will be providing similar
community benefit funds in the UK, in
each area where it operates. Should the
Middlewich facility proceed, Covanta will
make a payment of £150,000 during the
first year of operation and then £50,000
each year thereafter, into a local
community benefit fund. With an
estimated lifespan of 25 years, the fund
could invest a total of over £1 million into
the local community for a wide range of
projects, including education around
environmental issues and recycling. 

Since submitting the application earlier this year, Covanta
has been working very hard to provide Cheshire East with
additional information that has been requested through
the consultation process. Such requests are quite normal
for an application of this nature and complexity, and it is
our view that the issues raised have now been successfully
resolved as a result of this clarification process.

The additional work Covanta has been undertaking has now
been completed and was submitted to Cheshire East Council on
December 10th 2009 for further public consultation.

In summary, the proposed Energy from Waste facility will provide:

300 construction jobs (at peak times) and 50 full time
operational jobs

A £200 million inward investment 

Many further business opportunities connected with the
operation of the facility

Help to safeguard for 125 jobs at British Salt 

A reduction in the need for landfill

Cheaper electricity for Middlewich and neighbouring

Sproston

Approximately £2.5 million contribution to complete the

Middlewich Eastern Bypass

Help to unlock some 3,500 new job opportunities in

Midpoint 18 Phase 3 through the completion of the

Middlewich Eastern Bypass

An estimated community benefit fund in excess of £1 million

A more sustainable way of dealing with Cheshire’s waste

than landfill.

Community benefit funds help local groups

The next steps

The East Meadow Soccer Tournament.

Covanta Freephone information line 0800 169 5290


